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Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
We are back from Winter Break and remember that “A-Ha Moment” that I discussed in my last letter? 
Well we are seeing it in real-time now. The students have returned refreshed, rejuvenated and ready to 
begin to apply all of the concepts learned to the latter part of their school year.  They have so much 
confidence in their abilities and are engaging at a very high level. They are thinking about their 
community and making connections with their world and with each other. All of these connections have 
helped them as they engaged in robust lessons celebrating the life and teachings of Dr. Martin Luther 
King. All of our classrooms held lessons on this great man and talked about the American values that 
were at the core of his message. I visited many classrooms and they all watched a video from “Kid 
President” regarding these concepts and then they shared their own dreams. The feedback included: I 
dream about making sure that there are no more poor people, I dream about everyone being kind, and I 
dream about being able to inspire people. These are all great dreams and all very possible. I will post the 
video so that you can also enjoy this pure message of love and community.  
 
The way that we will grow these concepts will be in partnership with Kid Leaders who are known as the 
Kindness Club. This group is led by our most senior students, representing the 2nd Grade. It is comprised 
of 5 students and me (as an honorary member). We have as our collective goal the communication of 
kindness through modeling and actions.  We were not able to make the January BPC meeting due to the 
rescheduling of the same but we will attend the February one to share some of the things that we are 
interested in doing for the school community.  We are putting our words to action.  
 
This will also continue to resonate at the classroom level via the theory and practices of the Responsive 
Classroom Model. The district dedicated January’s Professional Development Day to this and we have hit 
the ground running. Responsive Classroom is an evidence-based approach to teaching that focuses on 
engaging academics, positive community, effective management, and developmental awareness. Our 
work is focused on the Morning Meeting aspect which includes a Greeting, Sharing, Group Activity and 
the Morning Message. This meeting takes approximately 20 minutes and allows for directed and 
purposeful interaction as a beginning to the school day. This practice will strengthen our connections in 
our school community and allow us to learn more about one another. I have added some pictures and 
videos of this method in action.  
 
Also, I want to take the time to honor Mrs. Frances Canino, Grade 2 Teacher. Today is her last day with 
the district as she will be retiring. She has been such a great addition to our school community. Her ability 
to reach all learners in a kind and informative way was humbling to evidence. She shared her smile and 
positive energy with us daily. We will miss her terribly but wish her many years filled with discovery and 
excitement. Well deserved!!! 
 
Finally, please ask your children about Morning Meeting and remember that a happy child is a learning 
child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-up and around our amazing little town! 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
 


